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	Issue 11	News and Notes	Spring 2022	



April 2022 Directors Meeting

The Foundation Board met in early April for a first look at the formal grant applications. This year the Board received ten preliminary grant requests totaling $368,500. The amount available to grant by formula (4% of net assets without donor restrictions on a three-year rolling average) equals $320,758. Of those ten requests, three were withdrawn. The Board is asking for additional information from several of the grant requestors and will consider each of the grants at its May 26 meeting.

The Board continues its micro grant program focusing on intentional disciple making or missional outreach to the community. In this current year the Board approved three micro grants. Risingsun applied for and was granted financial resources to support a food pantry box in their community.
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Reflection Ministries is focusing on an intentional strategy to identify unchurched children in their community and make it possible for them to attend Camp Otyokwah. Typically, The Foundation does not fund ministries that are part of a local congregation’s annual operations (such as sending church youth to camp). In this case, however, the Board encourages deliberate outreach to the community and is grateful to support this ministry. 
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Description automatically generated]The GLC Executive Board was approved for a grant on behalf of Campus Ministries on the University of Findlay campus to develop student leaders. Campus Ministries serves several hundred students in weekly worship, weekly Bible studies and small groups, and individual mentoring. Of these students, CM invests heavily in [image: ]key leaders who will serve the Kingdom in and beyond the Great Lakes Conference.

The Board encourages congregations to participate in this micro grant program and to apply for matching resources to engage in disciple making and outreach. Contact The Foundation at foundationdirector@cggc.org or find application materials on The Foundation website.

At the April meeting, the Board received a report from Ridge and Company of a clean, unqualified audit and news that an additional congregation invested a portion of its long-term savings in the Investment Facilitator Program. 

Two Grant Updates

Last year the Celina First Church of God was awarded a grant to develop a digital media room for broadcasting podcasts and video with significant spiritual content. They report thousands of views in just a few months along with two regularly running programs and a three-part teaching series. You are welcome to view the channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzEXi_J44ABl3hdQlfks6aw. 

The Great Lakes Conference was awarded a grant to develop leaders through the Leadership Fellowship Initiative (LFI). Presently two Fellows have been supported for their ministry at Teaching Churches while simultaneously being engaged in academic preparation at Winebrenner Seminary. The Task Force overseeing the program has strong interest from three other individuals with a fourth potential Fellow in the pipeline. We praise God for raising up leaders to serve the church. Contact Pastor Earl Mills for more information on being a Fellow or Teaching Church.

[bookmark: _Hlk102743677]An Easter Meditation

Earlier this year our pastor challenged the small groups at College First to participate in a study entitled, The Gospel Primer. The author, Caesar Kalinowski, describes “two lenses” of the Gospel, a personal experience of creation, fall, redemption, and restoration which is worked out in individual lives, as well as God’s redemptive work in all of creation, transforming injustice, suffering, sickness, and death that reflects “on earth [what] is in heaven.” 

Each of us knows that we are created in the image of God, that we have “sinned and fallen short of God’s glory,” that on the Cross, 
Christ took our sin on himself in an
exchange of his righteousness for our unrighteousness, and that
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This News and Notes is brought to you by The Foundation of the Great Lakes Conference, 700 East Melrose Avenue, Findlay, OH 45840 and its staff, William Reist, President and Robert Stephenson, Financial Controller. We trust that you live into the joy and transformation of this Easter Season. For more information contact us at www.foundationglc@cggc.org or call (419) 425-9602 or (419) 957-2661.
through the work of the Holy Spirit, we are being restored to the persons God created us to be. We in the evangelical church understand this sacrificial substitution, the price Jesus paid for our redemption.

But the other dimension (“lens”) of the Gospel reminds us of Jesus’ redemptive effect on systems and structures in the world: where slavery and racism are confronted, where pornography is unmasked, where sex trafficked persons are delivered, where potential abortions are met with adoption, where the enemy is sent home. Some of these are systemic evils which are changed systemically: think of the Christian William Wilburforce and the Clapham Society addressing early 19th century slavery in England in such a way as to overturn the scourge without the outpouring of bloodshed. Think of John Winebrenner calling individuals to repent of their sins and profess faith in Christ and growing silkworms to find an alternative to cotton in hopes of shattering dependence on American slave labor. These are Kingdom issues, the defeat of the principalities and powers, the working out on earth what is already evident in heaven.

For several years I have had the privilege of sitting with a group of University of Findlay men who share in a weekly Bible study. They are at various places on the journey, some longtime followers of Jesus, others not so much, still others not yet. But they are all gracious, kind, welcoming, and teachable. They look out for each other’s interests; they pray for one another in several structured occasions throughout the week; and they believe that the Lord hears and answers prayer.
Near the end of this spring semester I opened a note to see several pictures of Pastor Matt and a group of students gathered around a portable watering trough converted into a baptistry. One of the international students raised in a Muslim home was loved into a relationship with Jesus by the work of the Holy Spirit and the faithfulness of his college friends. He testified that he came to the University knowing about Jesus: his parents had encouraged him to search for truth. But he did not know Jesus and the meaning of Jesus’ grace. He discovered in the love and care of a community of faith, the warmth and acceptance of Jesus. He confessed that because Jesus paid his debt on the Cross, he now experiences extraordinary peace. And he made public that confession by stepping into the baptismal waters of a livestock trough on a very chilly April evening. We praise God for the public declaration of a young man’s changed life.

Even beyond individual conversion is the work of the Spirit across the campus. This spring I joined two other faculty members to team-teach an honors course on the intersection of faith and science. As part of the course other colleagues were invited to share their experiences of robust study as faithful believers. Still other colleagues address challenging social issues out of the overflow of their Christian faith. It is an honor to witness the work of the Risen Christ on the University campus through both lenses of our faith. 

Campus Ministries is a beneficiary of Foundation grants. Their good work gives tangible evidence of the presence and power of the Risen Christ at work in his world. 
Pastor Bill
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